
 

 

Since last monthôs newsletter went out, we have                                                                                                                              

been witness to a miracle of God here at Grace.                                                                                                                                    

At 4 AM Monday morning, March the 29
th
,                                                                                                                                     

Nathan Todd called me from the emergency room                                                                                                                            

here in Gilmer. What looked to be a harmless fall                                                                                                                                   

on Sunday had caused a skull fracture for                                                                                                                                        

Nathan and Mirandaôs son Connor. There wasnôt                                                                                                                            

much positive news when I got there. They were                                                                                                                                

waiting to ñLife Flightò Connor to Dallas. The doctor                                                                                                                           

told them ñwe will send him to Dallas to see if there                                                                                                                              

is anything they can do for him there.ò  

We prayed together there in the ER.  We didnôt just want doctors to do what they could do, we were asking God to do what 

only He could do.  Nathan called family - I called my family and church family.  While waiting in the church for Pastor 

Caleb to arrive to ride to Dallas with me I sent out a prayer email to our church and to a pastors email list I am a part of.  

People from many of the local churches in Gilmer to missionaries in Australia prayed for this young man. 

As a side note, I think the hardest reality we go through at times like this is knowing that God can perform a miracle, but 

sometimes God chooses to be glorified in tragedy.  We are to always know that while God is a God of mountain tops, He is 

also a God who walks with us through dark valleys.  Sometimes we will never understand the reason (the ñwhyò) until we 

stand before Him one day. 

While Monday and Tuesday of that week were both stressful days, we can rejoice, because God did flex His muscle a little 

bit.  God does work through doctors.  He has granted scientist and doctors such valuable knowledge in this day.  Yet, I also 

believe that when God chooses to, He can confound the wisest of them all.  Connor Todd was back home by Thursday and 

has been back at Grace the past two weeks.  Glory to God! 

I think you and I can apply a life lesson from this situation to every part of our lives.  We need to apply the principle of 

passionate praying.  For those of you who got the news and prayed - Remember how passionate you were with God.  He 

invites us to call out to Him in so many other areas of our lives, yet we often choose to walk on our own. 

1 John 5:14-15 tells us,  ñNow this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He 

hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of 

Him.ò 

 I encourage you to passionately and confidently pray foré  

¶ Your spouse and children to grow in the Lord (3 John vs. 4) 

¶ Friends and relatives around you to be saved (Colossians 4:2-4)  

¶ The growth and endurance of your brothers and sisters in Christ (Philippians 1:9-11) 

¶ Those who are sick and struggling. (James 5:13-16) 

¶ The leaders of our country to make right decisions (Romans 13:1-3) 

¶ That God will supply the needs of His people and His church as our world recovers through a down economy 

(Philippians 4:19, Malachi 3:10-11)  

¶ The repentance and turning of our country (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

¶ Pray about everything! (Philippians 4:6) ïThis covers all that I forgot to mention J 

 

As America sets aside a day for the National Day of Prayer on May the 6
th
, letôs make everyday a day of prayer.  One has 

said before that ñPrayer is the slender nerve that activates the muscle of the omnipotence of God.ò  Letôs look for God to 

flex His muscles in every area of our lives.  James warns us that there are things ñyou do not have because you do not askò 

(James 4:2).   Letôs ask for God to work in such a way in our lives, our families, our church and our nation, where only He 

can receive credit.  Then we will say again, ñGlory to God!ò 

Loving GodéLoving People, 

Bro. Andy  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 3:3é Never forget to be truthful and kind. Hold these virtues tightly. Write 
them down within your heart. 

 

 In Sonshine Nursery we strive to teach these virtues to the children all the time just as you do in your 

home. Toddlers can certainly be taught to be truthful about small things (it will be big things someday) and they 

can be taught to be kind to others (a lost virtue among many adults today). Even babies can understand 

ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōȅ ǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ CƻǊ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ έΧƴƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻȅ ŦƛǊǎǘέ ƻǊ 

άōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜέ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΦ 

 This beautiful month of May ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ aƻǎŜǎ ς ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭǊǳǎƘŜǎΧǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

9ƎȅǇǘΧǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΧǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΗ !ƭǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻǳǊ о ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ς Lacey Wilson, Mattie 

Todd, & Preston Peters will be promoted to Wee Angels. We will miss them so much but they are ready to 

ƳƻǾŜ ǳǇΦ !ƭǎƻΧ IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƻ aŀǘǘƛŜ ϧ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΗ 

 bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘΗ  

           Because of Jesus, 

                     Mrs. Donna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a year it has been, it is hard to believe Amanda and I are coming up on a year of ministering here in 

Gilmer. It has been a year that I will never forget, and we look forward to pressing on into this next year of ministry. 

The Lord has done a work and I know that His work will continue, another year to see teens continuing to grow and 

building their faiths in Jesus Christ. The last project that has taken place is the new look of the youth room. We 

invite all to come and see the new look that is more suitable to our teens. We hope this is something that will bring 

an excitement to all as we continue to minister to our family, friends, and community.     

 In Christ, 

Pastor Caleb & Amanda York 

P.S. Keep Amanda lifted up in your prayers this month.  We are expecting Joshua Jacob York to discover America 

this month! 
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http://www.gnurf.net/v3/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/040-grill-chef.


Sunday                Wednesday 
May 2                                                                                          May 5 
S.S. ς Karen Hughes        Eric & Sherri Hall 
T. ς G. Graham      
A.M. ς Tana Cannon, Penny Collier  
P.M. ς Carol Whisenhunt  
May 9 ς aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ                                                              May 12 
S.S. ς G. Graham                                                                     Amie Trimble 
T. ς D. Loyd                                                                                Layla Smigiel 
A.M. ς Jan Vines, Donna Loyd 
P.M. ς No Service 
May 16                     May 19 
S.S. ς D. Loyd                   Penny Collier 
T. ς G. Graham                   Donna Loyd 
A.M. ς Raeann Porter, Sherri Hall 
P.M. ς Derek & Harmony Peters 
May 23                    May 26 
S.S. ς J. Vines                   Tammy Porter 
T. ς D. Loyd                   Tana Cannon 
A.M. ς Amie Trimble, Layla Smigiel 
P.M. ς Kathy Capps 
May 30 
S.S. ς D.Loyd 
T. ς G. Graham 
A.M. ς Candace Wilson, D. Loyd 
P.M. ςNo Service 
 

 

Growing in Grace will be celebrating graduation on May 20 at 7 p.m. 

Our graduates are: Zachary Moore, 

Adison Gann, Keegan Sprouse, Savannah 

Tardiff, and Connor Todd. They will 

present a program of things they have 

learned this year and receive their 

diplomas. Everyone is invited to the 

ceremony, it will be fun to watch them! 

These children have worked hard 

this year and been eager learners!  

Each one of them is special in their own 

way and it has been a blessing to see God 

working in their hearts and minds as they 

have learned about Him and becoming 

"big boys and girls." It is still an extra special blessing to see how God has worked in the life of Connor Todd and 

his family. God provided a miracle in his life and it is amazing to see him healed and whole in body and mind. 

We have learned in Science this year that God has a plan for everything, even people.  We are thankful that it 

was God's plan to leave Connor here with us. As these little ones go on to "big school" we pray that they will 

remember that God has a special plan for each of their lives and that their time here at Growing in Grace was a 

blessing to them and their families.  ς In Christ Love, Marie Plunk                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                                                                                                      

   Growing in Grace  

    Enrolling for Fall! 

K4 - 8 am to 3 pm (MWF) 
(4 years old by 9/1/10) 

Mothers-Day-Out (WF) 
(at least 3 years old by 9/1/10) 

Call 903-680-2263 or 

look at gracegilmer.com 

for more information. 

. 

Nursery Schedule  



  
 

 Special Mothers Day Plans ð May 9th  
 

We invite all mothers to attend our òMotherõs Special Day service on May 9th (9:30 for Sunday 
School, and 10:30 for AM Worship.  May 9 is the Sunday we honor our Mothers all over the country. 
Here at Grace every Mother present will receive a gift from the church. There will be recognition of 
some special Mothers also. Thank the Lord for godly Mothers who have influenced their childrenõs 
hearts toward Him. 

Mothers Are Special 
¶ Mothers hold their children's hands for a short while, but their hearts forever. 

¶ I remember my mother's prayers and they have always followed me. They have clung to me all my                      

life.  Abraham Lincoln 

¶ You are never really alone in your thoughts. A mother always has to think twice, once for herself and 

once for her child. 

¶ No gift to your mother can ever equal her gift to you ς life. 

¶ Who is getting more pleasure from this rocking, the baby or me? 

¶ By and large, mothers and housewives are the only workers who do not have regular time off. They  are 

the great vacationless class. 

¶ Of all the rights of women, the greatest is to be a mother. 

¶ Making a decision to have a child--it's momentous. It is to decide forever to have your heart go walking 

around outside your body. 

¶ No matter how old a mother is, she watches her middle-aged children for signs of improvement. 

¶ The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother. 

¶ It kills you to see them grow up. But I guess it would kill you quicker if they didn't. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Sunday Morning Series 

Facing My Giants 
A fresh look at the life of David! 

When you study Davidôs life you actually find that Goliath was only one of many ñgiantsò he 
would face throughout his life.  I believe his life relates to us today, because there is always 
another challenge on the horizon.  In every case we will find as David did, that God is sufficient 
for every giant we face.  I hope you will be blessed and challenged, and invite others to attend 

with you through the coming weeks! ð Bro. Andy 
 



                      


